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HINDE, Ralph Stevens 
 

Able Seaman, J/13297 
H.M.S. "Torrent", Royal Navy 
Place of Birth: Great Warley, Essex 
Date of Death: Sunday, 23rd December 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Portsmouth Naval Memorial 
Theatre of War: At sea 
Aged 23 years 
 
Ralph Stevens Hinde was one of six children of Benjamin and Rebecca, nee 
Stevens, who was killed in action on 23rd December 1917 when his ship, HMS 
Torrent, was sunk by enemy mines.  He was unmarried at the time of his death. 
 
Ralph was not a native of Haverhill having 
been born at Great Warley, Essex on 10th 
October, 1894, although he was living with 
his parents at 23 Withersfield Road, 
Haverhill in 1911 and working as a Law 
Clerk.   
 
The family was much travelled as Ralph’s 
father Benjamin was a career soldier, 
having been born at Olney in 
Buckinghamshire in 1865.  In 1911 he 
was an “Army Pensioner, School 
Assistant Officer”.  
 
Ralph obviously wished to follow his 
father’s military career, albeit in a different 
branch of the services.  He joined the 
Royal Navy on 23rd August 1911 when he 
was 5 feet 5 ¾ inches tall, with blue eyes 
and light brown hair.  
 
He began his training at HMS Ganges near Ipswich as Boy 2nd class with stints at 
HMS Caesar, HMS Prince George, HMS Victory I and HMS Excellent (Whale Island, 
Portsmouth).  
 
On reaching his 18th birthday he became an Ordinary Seaman and his 12 year 
service began. He was still moving between training schools before a brief spell on 
the battleship HMS Iron Duke in September 1914 when he was made up to Able 
Seaman. In February, 1915, he joined HMS Prince of Wales and was a member of 
her crew until November 1916 so it is likely he was at Gallipoli and in the Adriatic 
during this time.  
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Following this posting Ralph joined HMS Stork and finally, on 11th June 1917, HMS 
Torrent a Class R destroyer. As HMS Torrent was not finished until 1917 it is most 
likely that he was one of the original crew of 82 men.  
 
 

Right: HMS Skate, a class R 

detroyer like HMS Torrent for 

which no image exists. 

 
 
Eight destroyers of the 
Harwich Force were sent to 
escort a small convoy from 
Holland. The rendezvous was 
off the Maas Light buoy.  
 
On 23rd December the destroyer HMS Valkyrie struck a mine and was badly 
damaged, having to be towed to Harwich by the destroyer HMS Sylph. The 
remainder of the convoy reached the Hook of Holland safely, and the escort waited 
near the Maas Light Buoy for the return convoy.  
 
HMS Torrent, Surprise, Tornado and Radiant ran into a German minefield, with HMS 
Torrent striking a German mine. HMS Surprise and HMS Tornado went to rescue 
HMS Torrent's crew, but the vessel struck a second mine and quickly sank. In an 
attempt to rescue survivors, HMS Surprise and Tornado also struck mines and sank. 
Only HMS Radiant was undamaged and picked up the survivors from the three 
ships. In total, 12 officers and 240 other ranks were killed from the three ships.  
 
Ralph and is commemorated on the Roll of Honour at the Old Independent Church 
and on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial, which bears the following inscription:  
 

 
 
In honour of the 
Navy and to the 
abiding memory of 
those ranks and 
ratings of this port 
who laid down 
their lives in the 
defence of the 
Empire and have 
no grave other 
than the sea. 
 
Portsmouth Naval 
Memorial 
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Ralph’s father had enlisted immediately War was declared and served with the 
Suffolk Regiment in England until the end of the War. 
 


